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BODY OF WORK 


_ Student bares all in 


By Mary Cate Connors 
Staff Writer 


The town of Colchester re- 
ceived 26 inches of snow in 24 
hours Wednesday, Feb. 14. This 
record-breaking snowfall caused 
class cancellations at St. Michael’s 
and other area colleges for nearly 
two days. 

A mass e-mail was sent to the 
campus from President Mare van- 
derHeyden at 9:47 am. alerting 
faculty, staff and students of the 
school closing and class cancella- 
tions. 


‘made after talking with the Pro- 


Valentine’s storm buries campus 


Record snowfall causes class cancellations, poor conditions 


throughout the day, all classes 
starting after 11:30 a.m. are can- 
celed,” the e-mail said. “In addi- 
tion, all offices will be closing as 
of noon today.” 

A similar e-mail was sent at 
9:30 a.m. on Thursday, canceling 
all classes before noon. 

Lisa Powlison, assistant to 
the President, said the school last 
canceled classes in 1998, during a = 
severe ice storm. 

The decision to close was 








Photo by Kate Kozlowski 
vost’s office at the University of Cars are covered with snow last Wednesday in the Ethan Allen parking lot. 


Ee ee Visit The Defender Online at www.smcvt.edu/defender 


art exhibit on struggle 
with anorexia 


“Due to blizzard conditions, 
which are expected to continue 






See BLIZZARD, Page 3 


for a photo slide show on the Valentine’s Day blizzard. h 
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Got SKILLS participants get priority in housing raffle 


By Chris White 
qed ee 
















transportati ion deal ee 
2 _ Seniority, Honors, G.R.E.A.T. and 
_ theme housing used to be top factors in de- _ 
- termining housing priority. This year, at- 
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1,000 POINTS 


Three athletes hit mile- 






tending programs propelled students to the — 
ae ofthe housing lottery, 
eee The Got S.K.LL.LS. program has be- 
"come part of the social landscape at St. Mi- 
-chael’s this year. The program emphasiz-_ 
es dignity, diversity, respect, and global 
"awareness through _ presentations, 
/ small discussions, movie showings, 
_ and other group activities. — 
_ To achieve the goals of the 
; S rosea the student affairs staff- 
decided to raffle off the top three 
~ housing lottery numbers for each | 
_ class year. Any student who has at- 
_ tended at least five Got S. K4L.L.S. 
be or Super S.K.L.L.L.S. programs and 
is eligible for room lottery will be entered 
_ into a raffle, said Megan — assistant di- 
rector of Residence Life. 
cae Fall semester, several prizes * were award- 
ed to students who participated in the Got 
pe K.LLL. ‘S. events. Prizes included gift certif- 
icates to restaurants and area businesses, meals” 
cooked by faculty and staff, and other items 
such as an i-Pod. This semester, in addition to 
the raffle for room. lottery numbers, there will 
everal more prizes awarded, said Grace 
eeector of. new student praercams. = 



















stone in the last weeks 
of regular season play 
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HIGH HOPES 
FALL SHORT 


Men's basketball team 
loses semifinal playoff 







. 8. p 
nates Sheryl Fleury ey “There have been” 
some ‘excellent programs that students might 
have initially attended just to be part of the 
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Paying 
more to 
get less? 


Students charged 


~ $10 for Knight Card 


reimbursement 


By Meghan Louf 
Staff Writer 


For some seniors at St. Mi- 
chael’s graduation means _hav- 
ing to spend money in order to 
get money, even if it belongs to 
them. 

At the end of their senior 
year, students are charged a $10 
fee to receive any money left in 
their Knight Card account or risk 
losing it. 

Liz Jackson, manager of card 
services, encourages students to 
spend all money remaining on 
their Knight Card, so they don’t 
have to pay a reimbursement fee. 
However, students may opt to get 
money returned because spend- 
ing is limited to certain locations 
that accept the Knight Card. 

Jackson said she believes the 
fee is reasonable. 

“T think it’s pretty fair,’ she 
said. “Some schools’ fee is more. 
Some schools don’t even give you 
back your money.” 

The Knight Card Office de- 
ducts $10 from your Knight Card 
account and places it into the St. 
Michael’s system when a student 
requests reimbursement. The ‘fee 
covers running the check, paying 
for expenses, and postage. No 
one at the office said they knew 
how much money is left un- 
claimed annually. 

Jackson said it is better that 
students have a penalty for get- 
ting money back. 


See KNIGHT CARD, Page 4 
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Students participate in a Valentine’s Day cake-eating contest put 


on by asports marketing class during the basketball game halftime. 
Left photo: Chris Maloney (left) and Michael DeGrandpre (right). 


Right photo: Haley Belofsky (left) and Tom Wright (right). 


Photos by Laura Tuveson 





SECURITY LOG: Unavailable this week, but check back next week for more student violations and misdemeanors. 


Save gas and ride the bus downtown 


Students push for free bus transportation to and from campus 
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By Brielle Domings 
Staff Writer 


University of Vermont and 
Champlain College students get 


~ free public, bus transportation, but 


St. Michael’s students pay $1.25 
one-way. 

Since the beginning of the 
school year, the Student Asso- 
ciation has been working on free 
public transportation for St. Mi- 
chael’s students, said Tyler Ad- 
kins, secretary of student life. 

“Tt’s been an issue for many 
years for students who don’t have 
cars or who want to get around 
easier,” he said. 

The idea was proposed by 
former Secretary of Academics 
Michelle Kayser. Since then, the 
S.A. created a public transporta- 
tion focus group to work on the 
issue, Adkins said. 

The top reasons for estab- 


lishing free public transportation — 


is for convenience, student safety, 
and environmental benefits, Ad- 
kins said. 

Green-Up SMC is support- 
ing the S.A.’s efforts to provide 
free transportation, Green-Up 
member .Tara Hostnik said. Free 
transportation will encourage 
more students to ride the bus and 
help reduce emissions, she said. 

Champlain College and 
UVM students use their student 
I.D. cards instead of paying. The 
money comes out of a budget 
the college has set aside, Adkins 
said. 

“These schools are right in 
downtown Burlington and they 
have a system,” Adkins said. “It 
makes even more sense for St. 





Michael’s to have it, since we 
don’t live as close.” 

It is unclear where the fund- 
ing for free bus transportation 


will come from. It’s the S.A.’s job- 
to find someone to allocate the . 


money, he said. 

This week the S.A. will start 
a survey to find out how students 
feel about free public transporta- 
tion, Adkins said. 

A panel discussion was held 


earlier this semester, but only one 


person attended, Adkins said. De- 
spite poor attendance, he received 
feedback via e-mail. 

“T don’t think it was an issue 
of interest,’ Adkins said. “I think 
it was an issue of conflicts com- 
ing up at the end.” 


Essex 
Junction | 





: Photo by Kristen Hartwell 
The CCTA bus schedule posted at the St. Michael’s bus stop. 


If students don’t have a car, 
they feel like they can’t get off 
campus, sophomore Brandi Guth- 
rie said. Free public transporta- 
tion would allow students to go 
where they wanted. 

_ Guthrie has a car on campus 
but works downtown. Parking 
can get expensive in the garages, 
she said. 

Sophomore Kasey Carroll 
said its hard to have exact change 
to ride the bus. 

“I use the bus anyways but 
I feel like I’d go on it more if it 
was free,” she said. “I’d ride it all 
day!” 
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BLIZZARD: Record snowfall closes school 


Continued from Page 1 








because the front wasn’t plowed,” Glennon 
said. “It took a really long time just to get 
from Alumni to the library.” ‘ 

The walkways were nearly impassible, 
Glennon said. 

“You had to, like, find the secret path- 
ways to class or you were trudging in knee- 
deep snow,” Glennon said. 

Sophomore Summer Short, had an 8:30 
a.m. class as well. 

“For my class at 8:30, it wasn’t that 
bad,” Short said. “But after that the condi- 
tions were ridiculous.” 

None of professor George Ashline’s 
classes were cancelled. He held exams on 


Governor Jim Douglas was in touch 
with the administration at UVM when he 
made the call to close all state offices at 
noon, she said. The governor can’t man- 
date St. Michael’s to be closed, but his ac- 
tion was an indication of the severity of the 
storm, Powlison said. 

“Based on conditions and that informa- 
tion, we decided to cancel,” Powlison said. 

On Thursday, President vanderHey- 
den decided to cancel morning classes. All 
state offices were closed and police issued 





a warning to stay off the roads. 

Since St. Michael’s is a residential col- 
lege, the school’s policy is to stay open, 
Powlison said. 

“We recognize that faculty and staff 
don’t live on campus,” Powlison said. “But 
ideally, we stay open.” 

Every weather situation is assessed 
differently, especially when it comes to 
closing the college, Powlison said.. 

“There’s no set process for making this 
decision,” said Powlison. “Every instance 
with extreme whether is really different.” 

Sophomore Hana Glennon had classes 
both Wednesday and Thursday mornings 
because her classes were scheduled before 
the e-mail was sent out. Glennon had a dif- 
ficult time getting to her first class in the 
library on Wednesday, she said. 

“We had to walk around to the back 


get hurt.” 





Covered cars caused problems for students leaving campus for Presidents’ Day weekend. 


both Wednesday and Thursday mornings. 

Ashline’s Wednesday class was early 
enough that conditions weren’t very bad, 
he said. On Thursday, however, he learned 
after holding his first class, that all morning 
classes were canceled. 

After his classes were done, Ashline 
said that he had to dig his car out of his 
parking space. 

“We actually had to shovel a path to get 
onto Route 15,” Ashline said. 

Although none of his classes were 
cancelled, Ashline sees the need to cancel 
school if conditions are bad, he said. 

“Sometimes you just can’t stay open,” 
he said. “I know that there’s always a con- 
cern about safety. We don’t want anyone to 


tha ee 








Snow drifts outside of Alliot Hall reached extreme levels. 


Photos by Kate Kozlowski 


Acar buried in the Ryan Hall parking lot Friday, Feb. 16. 














Theme houses not as suite next year 


Coveted housing to move from Cashman, Canterbury, and Pontigny to North Campus 


By Alex McIntre 
Staff Writer 


Theme housing at St. Michael’s College has become 
one of the best ways to get suite housing. As of next fall, 
however, theme housing will relocate from the suite build- 
ings to North Campus. Linnehan Hall will house all the 
theme housing participants. 

The decision to make the change was made by resi- 
dent directors, area directorss, and Lou DiMasi, director 
of Residence Life. The decision was then approved by the 
Student Association, Housing Coordinator Sheryl Fleury 
said. 

Theme housing was moved to Linnehan in order to 
house more sophomores and juniors in the suites. This is 
Student Life’s way of opening more suite rooms, Fleury 
said. : 
The lack of traditional junior housing can be blamed 
on increasingly large class sizes, DiMasi said. 

“With admissions accepting very large class sizes 
over the past two years, this year’s juniors had trouble get- 
ting priority beds,” he said. 
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Theme housing was originally a form of living where 
students with common interests could be granted priority. 

Moving theme housing out of the suites may show 
which students are actually interested in the program and 
not the housing. 

“This way we’ll get the students who are more serious 
about the themes,” Fleury said. 

DiMasi said he agrees, housing priority could be a 
perk to theme houses. 

“What we’re looking at for this next year is does hous- 
ing drive themes or do themes drive housing?” he said. 

Traditionally, theme housing has been located in what 
some consider the nicer campus buildings. Prior to being 
located in the suites, theme housing students lived along 
Vermont 15 in actual houses. Most of these small homes 
were taken down in order to build Cashman, Pontigny, and 
Canterbury Halls. With next year’s move to North Cam- 
pus, theme housing maybe on the brink of losing popular- 
ity. 


“We’ve revisited the situation every year for the last 


five or six years,” Fleury said, “We’ye changed the hous- 
‘oer "se * > * es - ts # . se. * WA 
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ing in the past a lot anyway. It went from the old houses, to 
eight-person suites to four-person suites this year.” 

Linnehan Hall has not generally been the first choice 
of students. But, so far this year, it appears that there are 
still many students who are applying for theme housing. 

Josh Lovergine-Chamberlain, assistant director of 
Residence Life, is in charge of taking applications. He has 
already received between 10 or 15 applications, he said. 
Because the new system is in its first year, the 2007-2008 
school year will be a trial year. Student Life will see how 
it goes this year before making any decisions for the fol- 
lowing year, Lovergine-Chamberlain said. 

He was also quick to comment on his outlook for the 
program’s next location. 

“Linnehan is very conducive to theme housing,” Lov- 
ergine-Chamberlain said. “The housing is small and holds 
about 70 students, which makes for a tight, great commu- 
nity that will curb students’ behavior.” 

So far, according to those working in Student Life and 
Residence Life no one has received a negative response 
from students about the change. -..-- os «2o5+ 
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Bring on the boys 


Lyons to become a co-ed dorm 


By Kyla Waldron 
Staff Writer 


Lyons Hall will house both men 
and women for the first time this 
fall. 

St. Michael’s College is 46 per- 
cent male and 54 percent female. 
The only single sex residence halls 
on campus are Lyons Hall, which is 
all female, and Senior Hall, which is 
all male. 

The decision to make Lyons a 
co-ed dorm was based on students’ 
response. There were less than 20 
requests from the class of 2010 for 
single-sex housing, Housing Coor- 
dinator Sheryl Fleury said. People 
have voiced the concern of not meet- 
ing men in an all female dorm, she 
said. 

“The only problem I see is that 
we have three days to turn the build- 
ings,” Fleury said. Graduation is on 
a Thursday and people start moving 
in for the summer session on that 
Sunday. Lyons is cleaner and needs 
few repairs, which may change once 
men move in, she said. 

Lyons Hall resident Erika John- 
son asked to live in an all-female 
dorm. Johnson said she has enjoyed 
living with women. It’s quiet and 
clean and they get along well. Men 
still come around and she doesn’t 
feel as if she is missing out, Johnson 
said. 

Johnson understands why Ly- 
ons is becoming co-ed but hopes it 
doesn’t change too much, she said. 

Sophomore Emily Neff did not 
choose to live in Lyons last year. 
Neff said she would have preferred 
to live in. a co-ed dorm. 


“Lyons was 
clean and quiet, 
but too many 


girls in one build- 
ing.” Neff said. 
She believes that 
first-year students 
will benefit from 
living in a co-ed 
dorm because 
they will eventu- 
ally be sharing a 
building with the 
opposite sex, she 
said. 

Junior Erin 
Mooney has lived 
in Lyons Hall for 
the last three years. She was placed 
there as a first-year and has been a 
resident assistant there for the last 
two years. 

“I was glad to be placed in Lyons 
once | got there. It was quiet at night 
when I wanted to study and sleep 
and it was a comfortable setting as a 
freshman girl,” Mooney said. 

Mooney was surprised to hear 
Lyons Hall was becoming co-ed but 
thought it was a good change, aside 
from the possibility of more rowdi- 
ness with first-year men, she said. 

“T think that it will be just like 
all the other buildings in the Quad 
now. One thing that’s nice about this 
is that all the buildings are exactly 
the same and Lyons won’t be ‘the 
vault’, as people call it, anymore.” 

First-year Jayden Choquette was 
hired as a male R.A. for Lyons Hall 
next year. 

“TJ don’t think it will be that 
much different. I mean, maybe it 
will encourage more relationships, 





NEws 


Photo by Kristen Hartwell 


First-years Casey Keefe (left) and Kelly Garthwait (back) 
relaxing in their room in Lyons Hall. 


and build a stronger community,” 
Choquette said. 

Elizabeth Matts is a prospective 
student of St. Michael’s College. 

“Housing is definitely some- 
thing that I look at when I look at 
schools. I need to feel comfortable,” 
Matts wrote in an e-mail. 

Matts would prefer to live in a 
co-ed dorm because she fears that 
living with all women will be a 
drama-filled experience, she said. 
However, she said single-sex hous- 
ing should still be an option for those 
who want it. 

Lyons Hall third and fourth 
floors will be for women only next 
year, Fleury said. The first floor will 
house men and the second floor is 
still undetermined. It will be deter- 
mined by the balance of men and 
women in next year’s incoming class. 


Lyons will still house more women. . 


than Ryan and Joyce Halls. 


"GETS THE ADRENALINE GOING 
YOURS AND WHOEVER READS 
IT ON YOUR RESUME. 


For more information on the Leader's Training Course and ROTC, contact Military Studies at 


KNIGHT CARD: Losing 


money after graduation 


Continued from Page 1 


Jackson said it is better 
that students have a pen- 
alty for getting money back. 
Students can spend extra 
money at the bookstore or 
vending machines easily 
and won’t have to pay a fee 
unless they choose to. 

Encouraging spending 
the money will “self serve 
things on campus” Senior 
Amy Anderson said. If the 
Knight Card Office recom- 
mends_ spending money 
in vending machines, the 
school benefits. 

Not many students ask 
to get money back, Jackson 
said. 

Some students who 
graduate early forget to use 
all the money in their ac- 
counts. These students are 
reimbursed, Jackson said. 

The process is ex- 
plained in the Knight Buck$ 
pamphlet distributed to in- 
coming students. 

A lot of information is 
being thrown at students 
and it’s hard for them to 
keep track, so they probably 
don’t remember the policies, 
she said. 

Many students feel that 
the money should be given 
back with no fee. 

Timothy Prevo, class 
of 2006, did not receive his 


’ money, and said he has not 


heard of anyone who has. 
He said he never gave much 
thought about not getting 
his money back. 


ENROLL IN AR 


BECOME AN RW OLE | 





“T guess I knew for the 
longest time that I couldn’t 
get it back,” he said. “It’s 
dead in the water.” 

Prevo said he only had 
about 50 cents left on his 
Knight Card. 


Senior Brigid Guarino, : 


said she thinks there should 
be a minimum or maximum 
amount determining if you 
get your money back. She 
also suggested a Knight 
Card be active until there is 
no money left. 

“If I have money on 
my card and I come back in 
July, I should be able to still 
use it,” she said. 

First-year Jessica Brantl 
said she thought the fee for 
retrieving money from the 
Knight Card was reason- 
able. 


“Tt would be a hassle,” . 


Brantl said. “Don’t blame 
the school for not wanting 


to give money back if it will . 


cost them time.” 

Students can use their 
Knight Cards for books, 
photo copies, snacks, and 


ordering out. 


“T use it probably every 


day, if not every other day” 


Brantl said. ; 

Junior Gabriel Ash only 
uses the card for meals. 

“Basically it’s another 
thing to keep track of,’ Ash 
said. 

If his meal plan didn’t 
require a Knight Card, Ash 
said he wouldn’t have one. 


(802) 656-5757 or email: goldbar@uvm.edu - 
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GOT S.K.LL.L.S.: Participants 
can get preferred housing 


- Continued from Page 1. 


These incentives have worked 
well because even students who 
attend the activity because they 
want to enter the drawing will 
come away learning something, 
Kelly said. 

Powers and Kelly said the 
campaign has been successful and 
hope to see it continue in the fu- 
ture. 

The Got S.K.L.L.L.S. program 
is promoted and supported by 
the student affairs staff; of which 
Fleury is a member. Her member- 
ship on the staff and her support of 
the Got S.K.I.L.L.S. programs al- 
lowed the staff to get permission to 
raffle off the top three housing lot- 
tery. numbers in each class, Fleury 
said. 

“We put our heads together 
and thought of ways to entice stu- 
dents to attend programs we al- 
ready had,” Kelly said. “We fig- 
ured this was one thing students 
would really enjoy.” 

The staff felt housing prior- 
ity would be a sought-after prize 
by students, and staff members 
wanted to be creative with priz- 
es. There will also be a raffle for 
members of the senior class who 

‘have attended Super S.K.I.L.L-S. 
programs, she said. The raffle will 
include prizes such as senior week 
tickets or extra graduation tickets, 
Powers said: “i: --=* : 

“It’s a wonderful marketing 
umbrella for all that we’ve done 
the past years,” Kelly said. “We’ve 
been doing this type of program- 
ming for a long time, but now we 
have an incentive plan for students 
to attend the programs we have.” 





Put this summer to good use by knocking off a few credits with UVM’'s 
Summer University. Summer U is the ideal way to catch up or get ahead 
with over 400 courses in areas that fit general major requirements, as well as 





“We put our heads 
together and thought of 
ways to entice students 
to attend programs we 

alread had.” 


Grace Kelly, 
new student program director 


Past programs have included 
a presentation by former Boston 
University hockey player Travis 
Roy, an affirmative action panel 
discussion, and most recently a 
documentary called “Sisters of 
Selma” focusing on the fight for 
civil rights. 

Between the beginning of 
September and the end of Janu- 
ary, there have been 30 Got 
S.K.LL.L.S.andSuperS.K.LL.L.S. 
programs. About 1,700 students 
out of the 1,935 students at St. 
Michael’s have attended at least 
one Super S.K.LL.L.S. or Got 
S.K.LL.L.S program, said Megan 
Powers, assistant director of Resi- 
dence Life. 

“That’s not bad for the first 
year of the program,” Powers said. 

Sophomores Eric Mitchell 


_ and Ryan LeBlanc said they aren’t 


sure if manipulating the housing 


lottery is the way.to promote the - 


Got S.K.I.L.L.S. programs. 

“I’m surprised we have to en- 
courage Got S.K.LL.L.S. with an 
incentive that large to get people to 
go,” LeBlanc said. 

Mitchell said he thinks its im- 
portant to encourage the program 


66 DAYS TANNING $66 


66 DAYS FITNESS 
& CLASSES $66 


Hot Wolff Sunquest 
Tanning Beds & Lotions! 


Athletic Cub of Vermont 
62 Pearl St--Essex Jct 


and promote diversity on campus, 
but said he’s unsure about using 
lottery numbers as the incentive. 

“It’s kind of weird that they 
use housing lottery numbers,” he 
said. “I think some students would 
go to programs just to get housing 
numbers and not pay attention to 
the presentation.” 

Junior Karen Fitzgerald stud- 
ied abroad during the fall semes- 
ter and did not find out about the 
Got S.K.ILL.L.S. housing raffle 
until she returned to St. Michael’s. 
Although she said she is not upset 
about not being informed, she said 
she wishes she could have been 
made aware. 

“T would have wanted to know 
about it, if it could benefit me with 
housing,” Fitzgerald said. “I feel 
it is unfair if others had an advan- 
tage in the housing lottery when I 
wasn’t aware.” 

The student affairs staff met 
regularly during the summer to 
talk about programming and what 
students could be exposed to, learn 
about, and grow in during their 
time at St. Michael’s. Dignity, di- 
versity, respect, and global aware- 
ness were themes that kept arising 
in the discussions, Powers said. 

“T hope the program contin- 
ues in some way, shape, or form,” 
Kelly said. “We have a few things 
to iron out, but it’s been a success. 
There are more students paying at- 
tention to resident assistants about 
the events and it has given it an el- 
evated presence.” 

The program has grown and 
will need funding in the future if 
it continues, she said. 
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special interests and electives...on campus or online. 





uvm.edu/summer or call 1.800.639 
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From student loans to Social Security benefits 
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OPINION 








Editorial 
Fool me once PHOTO OF THE WEEK | Hot stuff chillin’ out 


edia organizations have a lot of power. They choose 
what to report and how to report it, and they are 
rarely questioned in these decisions. However, on 
Tuesday, Feb. 20, St. Michael’s hosted a town meeting dis- 
cussion on media ownership in the McCarthy Arts Center. 
So, what is the problem with media ownership? In 
short, few media conglomerates owning the majority of news 
outlets leads to a dangerous lack of diversity. 

In the months leading up to the Iraq war, it was nearly 
impossible to find, in American media, a dissenting voice. 
Every source we heard said that Iraq had weapons of mass 
destruction and that Saddam Huessein had to be stopped. 

You can’t simply blame the government for leading us 
into Irag. Media outlets were banging the war drum just as 
loudly. There was no diversity of ideas. It’s not that they 
couldn’t find people opposed to war, but sources who sug- 
gested war was a bad idea were kept out of main-stream me- 
dia by producers or publishers who feared their organization 
would be seen as unpatriotic. When only a few organizations 
are fighting for our viewership, they cannot afford to alienate 
media consumers. ' Photo by Liz Koelnych 

Forget liberal bias, nearly everything we see or read in Juniors Owen Glubiak and Conor Driscoll toast a 27 degree Monday afternoon on the 300s field. 
the media has a distinct American bias. We hear from Amer- 
ican sources, and listen to our own government. Remember 
Freedom Fries? We refused to acknowledge the possibility 
that France’s objection to the war in Iraq was legitimate. 

Don’t be fooled. That won’t be the last time we get half 
the story. The original AP story reporting that Iran was aid- 
ing insurgents in Iraq by supplying weapons did not even 
consider the possibility that the U.S. government could be 
wrong, or worse, building a case for a war in Iran. The one 
good thing that has come out of Iraq is a growing aware- 
ness of media diversity. Someone was brave enough to ques- 
tion the “proof” that Iran was supplying weapons, and we 
found — despite what our government had told us — that we 
weren’t completely sure where those weapons came from. 

But diversity isn’t limited to war coverage. In 2003 
when FCC Commissioner Michael Powell tried to abolish 





laws limiting the number of television networks a corpora- = 1/4 5h é 24 aN 


$2", 


tion could own, media companies didn’t pay the issue any eer eK, 
attention. Why would they? It is in their best financial inter- Sy ’ r ey sh \.) 
est to own as much of the market as possible, and they knew Db Pa eta VE yy) 
people would object. If the FCC hadn’t received nearly 2 ) Te d& f A 
million letters from concerned citizens, competing television 
stations could have been owned by one company. Then, they 
could choose to not cover whatever FCC deregulation cam- 
paign they wanted. 

We cannot always rely on big media to offer us the full 
story, and it is impossible to force them to give it to us. It 
is the media consumer’s responsibility. The solution is not 
just to look skeptically at all media, but to seek out dissent- 
ing opinions if the main-stream media don’t provide them. 
Now, more than ever, we have the opportunity to hear unique 
viewpoints from all over the world. The Internet is changing 
the way Americans get news. Why rely on what American 
media are force-feeding you, when you can read what people 
all over the world have to say? 

— Nick Martin, 
executive editor 


Letters to the e 


What's your view? Send a letter of 250 v 
editor on any subject related to St. Mich: 
at defender@smevt.edu. Hope to hear f 


DEFENDER | Sic 
STATEMENT 

As the editorial staff of The Defender, the student-run news- 
paper of St. Michael’s College, we strive to accurately, profession- 
ally and ethically report the news affecting the lives of students 
and the community. 

The Defender is a designated public forum. Student editors 
make all content decisions. We believe in the freedom of expres- 
sion. We encourage our readers to express their views at any 
time. 

The Defender publishes letters to the editor in response to ar- 
ticles that we have printed in the paper and issues on campus. The a) Per’ 

Defender does not publish anonymous letters. Letters will be edit- Neck Panes zon 
ed only for grammar, spelling, good taste, and sometimes length. | aes as age 
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Campus 








“Wake up early, dig my 
car out, then be on the 
mountain while everyone 


else is still doing that.” 


“Play in the snow.” 


Brittany O’Brien, ‘08 


How. would you spend 
your ideal snowday? 


“Go sledding.” 


Erin Noonan, ‘10 


“Play pond hockey.” 


Dave Vorozilchak, ‘10 


“Go skiing.” 


Caitlin Cronin, ‘O09 


“Make a snowman, make 
a snow fort, and shred the 
~ gnar.” 


Eddie Wisdom, ‘07 


Dave Downer, ‘08 
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SPEAKS Students recognized at Kennedy Center American Theatre Festival 


By Kara MacKeil 
Staff Writer 


The biggest part of any learning process is 
watching other people. Whether it’s trying to bake 
a perfect pie or learning a new sport, seeing how the 
rest of the world does something is a huge part of 
personal growth. 

From Jan. 30 to Feb. 4 some of St. Michael’s 
theater students competed at the regional Kennedy 
Center American College Theatre Festival in Fitch- 
burg, Mass. 

“There’s a lot of really good people,’ sopho- 
more Kevin Parise said. “I got to see a lot of variety 
in people’s work, and you learn from that.” 

The Kennedy Center American College Theatre 
Festival is an annual competition in acting, direct- 
ing, set design, and many other aspects of theater. 
Its goal is to recognize and encourage excellence in 
American college theater. 

This year, St. Michael’s sent 24 students to the 
festival’s Region One competition. Among them 
were sophomores Parise and Ashley Favreau, who 
came out of the festival as a semifinalist in the an- 
nual Irene Ryan Acting Scholarship Auditions. 

About 200 students enter this particular compe- 
tition every year, but Parise said those numbers are 
cut drastically as the auditions progress. 

Of the original 200, 36 move on to the second 
round, 16 make the third round, and only two move 
on to the national championships in Washington, 
D.C. Parise made it to the second round of the audi- 
tions, beating out 100 talented students. 

Candidates must prepare three different pieces 
for their auditions which include a three-minute 
partner piece, a two-minute partner piece and a one- 
minute monologue. Whether the candidates get to 
perform all of their scenes depends on if they ad- 
vance. 

Favreau was Parise’s acting partner. In the first 
round, they performed a scene from Donald Margu- 
lies’ “Sight Unseen.” In the second round, they re- 
peated their first performance, and followed it with 
a two-minute selection from Shakespeare’s “Much 
Ado About Nothing.” 

“Kevin and I met a lot of fun students, and even 
though we were competing against each other, it 
didn’t feel that way,” Favreau said in an e-mail. “We 
were all there because we love theater.” 


This was Favreau’s second time at the competi- 
tion. Last year she was one of the few St. Michael’s 
first-years in attendance. 

Parise and Favreau were coached by professor 
Cathy Hurst. Hurst was honored with the Best Di- 
recting of an Ensemble award for “Cat’s Paw,” the 
St. Michael’s Fall 2006 main stage production. 

“The award for Best Ensemble was a marvelous 
surprise,” Hurst said. “The cast won the award be- 
cause they were able to play a story that was driven 
by character, plot, and creative risk. It was incred- 
ible to receive an award for collaboration.” 

Parise and Hurst weren’t the only St. Michael’s 
attendees to be honored at the festival this year. 
Although junior Vince Bradley couldn’t make it to 
the competition, he was awarded Best Props for his 
work in “Cat’s Paw.” 

“Everything that’s not nailed to the floor is con- 
sidered props,” Bradley said. 

This includes things normally thought of as 
props, like boxes and fake guns, but also furniture 
and general set dressing, he said. 

Bradley has been involved in theater since high 
school, but said he really got into props as a first- 
year at St. Michael’s. 

“The fun thing about props is, one day I'll be 
making a rocket launcher and the next day reuphol- 
stering a couch,” Bradley said. “You never know.” 

It took Bradley and the rest of the props team 
about 85 hours to achieve the show’s ambience, com- 
plete with complicated props such as an on-stage car 
bomb, a rocket launcher and a wall of TV screens 
offstage, Bradley said. 

“Tt’s creating a whole little world,” he said. 

The students and faculty said meeting new 
people was the best and most beneficial part of the 
festival. 

“T think the biggest benefit is exposing them 
to what other students are doing in the region,” said 
John Devlin, professor and vice chairman for De- 
sign and Tech in Region One. 

“The Kennedy Center American College The- 
atre Festival is a remarkable opportunity for stu- 
dents and faculty to share in the creative process,” 
Hurst said. “We have a chance to see our peers work, 
learn about the many ways we can improve, and ulti- 
mately build networks in our region.” 


Senior | Sociology and Anthropology | Norwich, Vt. 


Student of the Week 


Maggie Colacchio 


Why SMC: The small and intimate feel to the 
campus, being an hour and a half from home, and the 


Burlington area. 


Activities involved in: Worked with local Sudanese 
and Bantu populations and tutored a refugee 


family. Interned at The New Sudan Education 
Initiative, a non-profit organization aiming to build 20 
secondary schools in South Sudan by 2015. 
Participated in International Outreach, Best Buddies; 
M.ONV.E. service trips, and LEAP. 


“Make a snowman.” 


Jenny Pietroski, ‘10 





Why chosen: Services 
her community through 
non-profit organizations, 
service trips, and campus 
activities. 


Future plans: Live in Burlington for the summer 
working with NESEI. Apply to Grassroot Soccer that trains 
professional athletes and other influential people in 
communities to use their unique abilities to teach AIDS 
education to children. 


“Party naked.” 


James Sarno, Steve Smalling, 


Spencer Williams, ‘O07 
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HOROSCOPES 


By Hilary Skibinski 


LIBRA: (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 


Put down the chips and get off the couch. Spring break 
is less than two weeks away. It’s time to hit the gym and 
start working on beach bod 2007. 


SCORPIO: (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) 


Nice work at the Mardi Gras parade on Saturday. And 
don’t worry, that little boy you “accidentally” elbowed in 
the nose while grabbing for beads will be fine. A little 
blood never hurt anyone. 


SAGITTARIUS: (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 


It’s getting a little warmer each day, but girls let’s try 
not to break out the flip flops until temps hit at least 50. 
Frostbitten toes won’t attract the boys on the beaches in 
Mexico. 


CAPRICORN: (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 


You'll be getting good news sometime in the near 
future. Maybe a large sum of money is on the way, maybe 
a hot man or woman wants your stuff, or maybe you'll get 
your 15 minutes of fame. Just tossin’ out some guesses. 


AQUARIUS: (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) 


You're going to get an A on your next exam. This doesn’t 
mean you don’t have to study. You don’t just 
automatically get A’s, let’s be honest. 


PISCES: (Feb. 19-March 20) 


You're going to stub your toe tomorrow. Don’t hit the 
wall, chair, or table after you do it. Everyone knows you 
just end up hurting yourself even more and inanimate ob- 
jects don’t have feelings. 


ARIES: (March 21-April 19) 
We're all guilty of stalking people on Facebook, but 


you’ve crossed the creeper line. Tone it down a little. 
Alright? 


TAURUS: (April 20-May 20) 


Hate when parties are overwhelming and you're feeling 
a little too claustrophobic? Hop on the nearest table or 
chair. That way you can laugh at all the people bumpin’ 
and grindin’ on the dance floor and you'll actually be 
able to move. 


GEMINI: (May 21-June 20) 
It’s probably a good idea to take some sort of dance class. 


Dropping it like it’s hot isn’t considered a real dance 
move. 


CANCER: (June 21-July 22) 


You’re really pretty. Who’s to thank for the good looks, 
Mom or Dad? 


LEO: (July 23-Aug. 22) 
Life is lookin’ good for you. Keep up the good work. 
VIRGO: (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 


There’s a chance you might be getting into a brawl with a 
friend next weekend. Whatever happens, it’s your fault. 





Finding art in the struggle 


Senior Chloe Kogan used her senior seminar art project to 
express her personal struggle with obeseity and anorexia 


By Kaitlin Couillard 
Staff Writer 


The skin hung from her body 
like a father’s T-shirt on his little 
girl. She was 91 pounds. As she 
finished bathing, she bent down 
and scooped up a pile of straw- 
berry blonde hair. The drain 
was clogged and the walls were 
covered. She walked back to her 
room, pausing for a moment to re- 
gain strength. 

Her body began to shut down, 
all of its parts slowly drifting to 
a state of permanent sleep. The 
doctors said she could have died. 

Then she woke up. It was No- 
vember. There she stood, before 
her, a recognition, a camera and a 
struggle to get well. 

On Feb. 21 in the McCarthy 
Arts Center, senior art major 
Chloe Kogan unveiled what she 
once struggled to keep a secret. 
Canvas photographs of her with- 
ering body, bags filled with 150 
pounds of meat and other props 
exposed the truth of her personal 
struggle with anorexia. 

“Tt’s not about being vain. It’s 
not about trying to fit into a pair 
of jeans. It’s so much deeper than 
that,” Kogan said. 

Kogan, who grew up in Mon- 
treal, said she felt heavy even as a 
young child. 

Around the age of 14, she 
was diagnosed a$ obese. 

Through her teens, she dealt 
with a troubled brother and the 
death of a friend’s father among 
other things and said eating com- 
forted her. ~ 

“T hated being fat,’ Kogan 
said. “It was the worst time of 
my life and I wanted to get as far 
away from fat as possible.” 

She initially lost the weight 
healthily, but said she later began 
restricting herself to just 200 cal- 
ories a day. 

Kogan’s body began to show 
signs of sickness. Her hair was 
falling out at a rapid rate, her 
gums bled when she brushed her 
teeth, her body lacked a healthy 
level of estrogen, her bones were 
deteriorating and she often felt 
weak. She feared never being able 
to have children, she said. 

Despite her serious condi- 
tion, Kogan was never hospital- 
ized. She saw a psychologist and a 
nutritionist, but said both seemed 
to inhibit her recovery. 

In the summer of 2001, Ko- 
gan left home to intern in New 
York weighing 120 lbs. and re- 
turned weighing 105 lbs. 

“In my head my body image 
hadn’t even caught up with my 
actual physical self,’ Kogan said. 

She continued to lose weight, 
then one day in Nov. 2003 Kogan 
said she woke up. 

That morning she asked her 
mother to take photographs of her 
body. She said it was the first time 
she saw herself as others did. 

Later that month, as she sat 
in mass, Kogan became anx- 








Photo by Kristen Hartwell 


Chloe Kogan’s senior seminar art exhibit hangs on the walls of the 


ious. Fearing the calories of 
communion, she knew she had a 
choice—God or the disease. She 
chose God. 

“Tt was such a healing mo- 


ment,” she said. “I had stepped in 


the right direction.” 

Kogan, who did not have the 
support of her friends during this 
time, leaned on her mother and 
her faith. 

She is aware now and said 
she wants to out the disease. 

“Anorexia is so much about 
secrecy. It thrives in secrecy. We 
do it to ourselves and keep it qui- 
et,’ she said. _ : 

With the help of professor 
Gregg Blasdell, Kogan used her 
artistic talent to display what she 
calls “the raw truth.” Blasdell 
also helped her enlarge the color 
photographs taken by her mother, 
carbon transferred them onto pa- 
per, and then transferred the pho- 
tos onto canvas. The photographs 
show a mostly nude and anorexic 
Kogan. 

Jordan Douglas, St. Michael’s 
photography teacher, taught Ko- 
gan in both his introduction and 
intermediate class. 

“T think one of the functions 
of art is to raise questions that are 
often overlooked, to challenge 
people’s perceptions and make 
them more aware of certain is- 
sues,” Douglas said. 

The display also features 150 
pounds of animal fat which is 
meant to represent Kogan during 
her struggles with obeseity. 

“It has a presence that can’t 
be ignored,” Kogan said. “It’s 
there. You can’t move around it. 
You can’t ignore it. It’s like what | 


McCarthy Arts Center. The original picture was taken by her mother. 


“Tt (anorexia) has a 
presence that can’t be 
ignored. It’s there. 

You can’t move it — 
around. You can’t ig- 
nore it. It’s like what I 
dealt with everyday.” 


Chloe Kogan, 
senior art major 


dealt with everyday.” 

Senior Ian Gauthier found 
the visuals to be shocking. 

“Anorexia is just a word,” 
Gauthier said. “It’s like numbers 
and statistics are just numbers. 
You need to go beyond the words 
to understand the struggles that 
people go through.” ' 

Junior Katie Barthelmes said 
it’s not beautiful and it’s not what 
you see in the magazines. 

“It’s grotesque and ugly, and 
that proves that it’s not about van- 
ity, it’s a disease,’ Barthelmes 
said. 

Kogan, now 24, said she feels 
blessed to be alive and thankful 
for her family and St. Michael’s. 
She said she is happy to be recov- 
ering. 

“TI don’t have the answer,” 
Kogan said. “I can’t say every- 
one should do this and we’ll all be 
fine. I’m still figuring out how to 
be fine.” 
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Getting a taste of St. Michael’s 


Overnight programs allow accepted students to experience college life 


By Kelly-Ann Huettner 
Staff Writer 


As the last tour shuffled into the bustling Hoehl Wel- 
come Center around 4 p.m. on Sunday, Feb. 25, timid ac- 
cepted students parted from their nervous parents for the 
night. Some parted willingly while others hashed out last- 
minute details regarding their reunion in the morning. 

The accepted students scuffled in for a brief orien- 
tation, while their host students observed them from the 
lobby, unaware of which prospective student they would 
host. 

The accepted student overnight is a program offered 
by St. Michael’s that allows an accepted student to stay 
with a first-year who signs up to host the student. 

For some students, the accepted student overnight is 
an integral piece of the decision making process, said Al- 
lison Lanzetta, admissions counselor and coordinator. 

“Students are able to get a feel for the campus from a 
student’s perspective,” Lanzetta said. “They are integrat- 
» ed into the community. They go to dinner, breakfast, and 
they attend a class on Monday morning.” 

The accepted student overnight was a chance to see 
beyond what tours provided and to hear how the students 
felt, first-year Amanda Matonis said. Matonis participated 
in the Feb. 2006 accepted student overnight. 

“Tt very much influenced me coming here in a posi- 
tive way,” she said. “By showing me that my host loved 
the school, reassured myself that St. Mikes was the place 
for me too.” 

The activities offered for the first-year and their ac- 
cepted student on Sunday night included an ice cream 
social, a scavenger hunt and a Coffee House in Eddie’s 
Lounge. These activities allow the students to mingle with 
people they may have met earlier in the day. They are not, 
however, mandatory. 

“My prospective student and I met up with the other 
girls being hosted on my floor and watched Grey’s Anato- 
my,” sophomore Sarah Fisher said. 

Fisher hosted a student last February and participated 
in an overnight as a prospective student in 2005. 

The program is offered to Early Action I and Early 

Action II admits only, Lanzetta said. 





Photo by Kristen Hartwell 


Accepted students sit in Hoehl Welcome Center while they wait to leave with their hosts. 


Sixty-four prospective students will attend each of the 
February and March overnights. A total of 128 students 
will be staying in Joyce, Ryan and Lyons Halls. 

To ease the burden of traveling to St. Michael’s, the 
overnight is held on Sunday. 

“It’s easier for parents and students to drive up to Ver- 
mont, or fly in on a Sunday, and then they can be on the 
road home by early Monday afternoon, thus missing only 
one day of school or work,” Lanzetta said. 

Matonis said she didn’t mind having the overnight on 
Monday. 

“Tt didn’t conflict with my school schedule,” she said. 
“Tt was only one day of school.” 

The potential party scene isn’t a significant problem 
in holding the program on a Sunday rather than a weekend, 
but all accepted students and hosts are still asked to sign a 
safety contract, Lanzetta said. 

The contract states “You are expected to comply with 
the responsibilities, rights and rules of a St. Michael’s stu- 


dent. Any behavior induced by alcohol that creates public 
disorder, public disturbance or danger to oneself or others, 
and or property damage, will not be tolerated.” 

The overnight is a good time for accepted students 
to meet other accepted students. Seeing a familiar face at 
first-year orientation can make a difference. 

“IT did meet one girl that ended up being my best 
friend on my floor,’ Matonis said. “Although it may just 
seem like nothing, this girl and her roommate went out of 
her way to make-me have fun and be comfortable as well. 
That, in the end, made quite the difference.” 

Some first-years who participated in the accepted 
overnight end up being a host themselves. 

“T would love to be the reason why students want to 
come here,” Matonis said. “I mean St. Mike’s has so much 
to offer, and I can only hope that I’d be given the chance to 
reassure people that this is where they should be.” 


Faculty members prove they can still rock out 


St. Michael's staff shares unknown artistic side 


By Alida Destrempe 
Staff Writer 


The faculty and staff at St. Michael’s are perceived by 
what they wear and how they act in class. Most students 
do not recognize they have a life outside the campus. Yet, 
behind the tie, sweater vest, and slacks could be a profes- 
sor that used to rock out in flannel shirts, ripped jeans, and 
a Marlboro baseball hat. 

Two years ago philosophy professor Keith Peterson 
was asked by his students if it was true that he used to be 
in a rock band. Students who had him said he has a very 
subtle sense of humor. 

“I thought it was great when he mentioned it. Hi- 
larious,” junior Caitlin Donovan said when Peterson con- 
firmed the rumor to be true. 

During Peterson’s time at Kent State University in 
Ohio, he was approached by four students in need of a 
drummer for their band. They asked Peterson to fill in. 
Peterson had been drumniing for two to three years at the 
time and joined as a way to meet new friends. 

The band was called Verrucose, which means “cov- 
ered with warts,” Peterson said. The my: . was a cross be- 
tween punk, death metal, and thrash music. 

Conflicting schedules made it hard for the band to 
practice together. During their shows on weekends they 
would be given a set of 10 to 12 songs to perform at bars 


around Cleveland, Peterson said. 

“Tt was not time consuming,” he said. 

Peterson’s most memorable moment in Verrucose was 
a time when he played at a place called Jay Bee’s Bar, he 
said. 

The performance lasted about 12 minutes and the 
band received an intense and excited reaction from the au- 
dience, he said. 

Peterson majored in anthropology, and was interested 
in what people did and how they acted. The band allowed 
Peterson to have what he called a “double position,” where 
he acted one way without the band and acted another way 
when performing. 

“T thought it was funny,” Peterson said. 

He is not rowdy and not very expressive within the 
classroom, but could be seen as a rocker if you knew him, 
Donovan said. 

“You can see it outside of school, but most students 
don’t pick up on it,” she said. 

Another staff member with an artistic background is 
Security officer Mike Mannings. 

“People see me as a badge,’ Mannings said. “They 
don’t know about the officers, they only know my name.” 

Mannings has been working at St. Michael’s for six 
years, but for the past four to five years he has mixed up 
his own beats and goes by the name DJ Acula. 


Mannings became a disc jockey after he heard a 
student playing techno and trance music for WWPY, the 
school’s radio station. He immediately became a fan. 

Colleges are one the few places that plays this kind of 
music on the radio, he said. 

“(Trance music) is hard to find,” he said. 

You can catch Mannings on Tuesday nights at mid- 
night. He plays the music he makes at his home studio. 

“Tt’s interesting for (students) not to see what they per- 
ceive,’ Mannings said,.where he mentioned that his job as 
a Security officer helps raise money for his disc jockey 
business. 

Students are shocked when they don’t see him in his 
uniform and don’t recognize him. 

He said he hopes students feel comfortable around 
him, and he’s not around to punish them when he is off- 
duty. 

“I’m not out to ruin a good time,” Mannings said. 

While on-duty, he drives around campus listening to 
his trance mixes. 

“It helps me stay awake,” he said laughing. 

Mannings is hired throughout the area to DJ private 
parties, but said he would like to DJ for parties that take 
place at townhouses. 
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Miss Botswana brings her service to SMC 


Thato Ratsebe, St. Michael's RD and grad student, is former Miss Botswana 


By Annie Gleba 
Staff Writer 


Thato Ratsebe is a resident director, a grad student, 
St. Michael’s alum, and an active volunteer. Ratsebe par- 
ticipates in M.O.V.E., helped start the Rx for Child Surviv- 
al Campaign, interned at Vermont Public Television and 
participated in the Student Global Aids Campaign. What 
many people don’t know about Ratsebe is that she is also a 
former Miss Botswana. 

“T had no motivation to win, just to have fun,” Ratsebe 
said. 

Ratsebe entered the pageant because the organizer 
had been trying to persuade her to enter for two years, and 
because she said she had been interested in modeling. She 
decided to have fun and use the pageant for more than just 
the title, she said. 

She decided if she won the pageant, she would use the 
title to make a difference in her society. Ratsebe said she 
wanted to use her position as a media personality to advo- 
cate for children and be a role model for them. Ratsebe 
started a project that fund-raised for orphans in Botswana, 
a nation hard-hit by AIDS. 

Her time as Miss Botswana, however, was somewhat 
short-lived. She stepped down from the title after two 
months and two weeks, after finding a sponsor to help her 
go to school in the United States. 

At the time, Ratsebe was also a radio personality in 
Botswana. She started hosting a gospel program where she 
interviewed artists and played music. She was asked by 
the program manager to do more interview programs, and 
eventually began producing a youth program on the sta- 
tion so that young people would have an outlet to discuss 
the AIDS problem in Botswana. 

Young people in Botswana do not openly discuss is- 
sues with their parents, Ratsebe said. AIDS was such a 
huge problem in the country that it was important for 
young people to be discussing it somewhere. When the re- 
sponsibilities of winning the pageant were more than she 
was willing to take on, Ratsebe decided to resign. 
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Photo courtesy of Thato Ratsebe 
Thato Ratsebe competes for the title of Miss Botswana. 


“T was so consumed with the radio station, I wouldn’t 
give up the programs I hosted for that,” she said. 

Ratsebe came to the United States and attended the 
Community College of Vermont for two years before 


transferring to St. Michael’s to pursue a journalism major. 


She chose St. Michael’s for the journalism major and the 
M.OV.E. program, she said. 


“T live to serve people and I thought this would give 
me an opportunity to serve,” Ratsebe said. 

Heidi St. Peter; the director of M.O.V.E., has known 
Ratsebe for two years. Ratsebe has been involved in the 
Little Brother Little Sister program with M.O.V.E. St. Pe- 
ter said Ratsebe is a very open and balanced person, shar- 
ing her experiences with the kids she volunteers with. 

“Thato is free with who she is,” St. Peter said. “Kids 
get that sense from her.” 

Jeff Vincent, assistant director of Residence Life, is 
Ratsebe’s boss. Vincent said, more importantly, he and 
Ratsebe are friends and he considers her to be a part of 
his family. 

Ratsebe not only provides childcare for Vincent's 
family, but also visits regularly and occasionally joins the 
family for holidays, Vincent said. He describes Ratsebe 
as a strong person who leads with her heart. He said he 
marvels at the way she transitioned to life in the United 
States. 

“Someday she’s going to end up being someone very 
big somewhere,” Vincent said. af 

Ratsebe is enrolled in St. Michael’s master’s degree 
program, and hopes to pursue a Ph.D. in health communi- 
cations or global health. 

“T really believe God has a grand plan for me—I don’t 
know what his plan is,” Ratsebe said. She is grateful St. 
Michael’s is giving her the opportunity to be an RD while 
she continues her education. She said she is looking for- 
ward to using her education to continue to help and serve 
people. 

“T have met great people who I strongly believe are 
my angels and are helping me through my journey of life,” 
Ratsebe said, “and I’m learning so much.” 

As for the Miss Botswana title, Ratsebe said it’s not 
something that she discusses regularly about herself. But 
according to Vincent, “She really, truly has the best wave 
of any woman I know. Once you’ve seen it, all other waves 
pale in comparison.” 


The St. Michael’s dance team dances on 


Team lost five members, but has bright plans for the future 


By Stephanie Smetana 
Staff Writer 


The St. Michael’s dance team chose its three captains 
for next year at its last meeting on Feb. 21. Junior Whitney 
Goduto, sophomore Teddy Oram and first-year Diana Ma- 
son were selected by their teammates. 

“The team decided to have three captains next year, so 
there will be enough people to spread out the work,” senior 
co-captain Amy Anderson said, in an e-mail. 

As captains, Goduto, Oram, and Mason will attend 
Student Association meetings, schedule performances, or- 
ganize finances, and choreograph dances with the team, 
Anderson said. 

The meeting was also held so Anderson and senior 
co-captain Danielle Stevenson could give returning mem- 
bers advice, she said. 

Although Director of Student Activities Jennie Cer- 
nosia advises the team, Stevenson said she thinks it should 
hire a coach who would uphold team standards. 

When the dance team was created four years ago, 
2006 alum cheerleading coach Kelly Pursell led the team, 
Stevenson said. The coach quit after that year, leaving stu- 
dents in charge. 

More organization and dedication would improve the 
team, first-year Lauren Levy said. 

Levy, who has been dancing since she was three, 
learned ballet, tap, lyrical, point and jazz. Her previous 
dance classes were more structured than team practices at 
St. Michael’s, she said. 

Levy also participated in dancing competitions, 
something she said team members hope to add to their 
schedule. 

However, the team’s funding was lowered to $1,000 


this year, making paying for a coach and competitions dif- 
ficult. The budget was $2,000 in previous years, Steven- 
son said. 

The team wasn’t told that its budget was cut, so it 
didn’t fund-raise, Stevenson said. This made it difficult to 
pay for costumes, which cost $1,300, she said. 

“(Costumes are) custom done to everyone’s heights 
and sizes,” Stevenson said. “They’re expensive.” 

Team members bought their own shoes, Anderson 
said. 

The team used this equipment for eight jazz and hip- 
hop routines that it performed at basketball halftimes and 
time outs, and at the Hinesburg Elementary School Winter 
Carnival. 

“‘We went to this small elementary school,” Levy said. 
“There were eight of us. We danced on this small, little 
basketball court.” 

Besides performing, team members dance in three 
practices a week, each two hours long. This schedule led 
five girls to quit the team, bringing the group number 
down to 15. 

“It wasn’t as strict,’ Levy said. “The routines were 
easy, but fun at the same time.” 

Practices began after Thanksgiving and usually con- 


sisted of learning choreography, Anderson said. The team . 


learned three halftime routines this year. 


“Probably at least every other week we had a new | 


(routine) going,” Anderson said. 

Sophomore Ali Keating joined the team this year and 
said she liked choreographing. 

“We got to choreograph everything we wanted,” Ke- 
ating said. “It was definitely a team effort.” 


Keating is one of the few team members who hadn’t 


had any professional dance experience. 


“Most of the girls have been dancing their whole 
lives,” Keating said. 

After seeing the team perform at basketball halftimes 
her first year, she said she decided to join. 

“T didn’t join last year because I wasn’t really sure 
what it was about,” Keating said. ; 

Like Keating, Stevenson joined the team her sopho- 
more year. She had been dancing for 10 years before join- 
ing. 

Levy joined for the same reason. 

“T couldn’t give up dancing,” she said. “I wanted to 
continue.” 

Knowing that she didn’t want to quit dancing, Levy 
attended the one-day tryout in the third week of Septem- 
ber with 40 others. 

Tryouts began with dancers answering a question- 
naire about their dancing experience. Then, they were 
taught a 30-second routine, Anderson said. The girls were 
split into groups of four and they performed the routine for 
Anderson and Stevenson twice. 

The co-captains chose 20 dancers that day, Anderson 
said. 

The tryout process was something that could be 
changed next year, Levy said. 

“Tt’s hard to see a person perform once,” she said. 

Levy suggested splitting the girls into two groups to 
perform and hold callbacks the next day. 

Since tryouts, the team has improved, she said. 

“The team definitely came closer together,” she said. 
“By the end of the season, we were all dancing together 
as one.” 
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tractions are everywhere, making it difficult to stay fo- 
cused. 

You sit down to write your paper and of course you have 
to sign-on to AOL Instant Messenger. You can’t start your 
homework unless you know what everyone on your buddy list 
is doing. You start right-clicking and checking away messag- 
es of you feel are most important. It’s funny how you never go 
down the list in a chronological order. Instead, you check your 
best friends (even if they live in the same 
room as you). If you see a particularly in- 
teresting away message you have no choice 
but to comment on it. The best are the ones 
that ask you to leave distractions. Honestly, 
do you need to advertise that? 

After you have checked and comment- 
ed on the important people, you move on to 
those who just happen to be on your buddy 
list, but you-haven’t talked to in years. Or 
that random kid whose screen name you 
drunkenly got when you thought you were 
going to be friends. Sometimes you start 
to feel like a stalker when you check these random away mes- 
sages, but you justify it by telling yourself that they probably 
check yours — so it all evens out. ; 

Not only can we stalk these people through AIM, but now 
we have the ultimate stalker Web site — Facebook. Whoever 
created Facebook must have had procrastination in mind, be- 
cause it seriously perpetuates the problem. You innocently 
go to check your e-mail before starting your homework and 
you see that someone has written on your wall. Of course 
you’re going to click on the link to see what it says. Since 
you're already there, you go to your profile and see the news 
feed. Although there was a serious uproar about this feature, 
I think that people are secretly loving it. It tells you all the 
latest gossip, which once you find out, you have to click and 
investigate more. While you're cruising around the site you 
might as well update your profile picture and check out your 


[= amazing that college students get anything done. Dis- 
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Trying to get down to business 





friends who have recently updated their profiles. If you don’t 
check Facebook how will you know who is in a relationship, 
or who added photos from the weekend? 

As you look through their new profiles you have to give 
them a shout-out. Besides it’s much more fun to write 250 
words on your friend’s wall than put that much effort into 
your essay. It is imperative that your friends know that you 
miss them and that you should hang-out soon. 

Just as you exit Facebook, your friend comes in asking 
if you want to go to dinner: Suddenly you’re hungry and you 
convince yourself that food is exactly what you need to get 
energy for homework. You spend a good half hour in Alliot 
eating and shooting the breeze with the people whose away 
messages and Facebook profiles you just looked at. You tell 
yourself that you are seriously going to do work when you get 
back. No joking this time. 

But when you get back to your room you notice how 


messy it is. There is no time like the present to clean up and ~ 


at least hide your clothes in the closet and take out the trash. 

All that cleaning has worked up your appetite again. So 
you forage for snacks. Sometimes this means a trip down 
to the vending machine, but you'll do anything to curb the 
homework munchies. Homework done on an empty stomach 
is not done well, and becomes a waste of time. 

It is safe to say that college students will find any excuse 
to not do homework. And despite popular belief, it may not 
always be drinking that stops the learning process. College is 
the time to find your boundaries, so go ahead marauder of the 
mouse pad, keep on checking away messages, and stalking 
your friends on Facebook — they’re doing it to you. 


Jess St. Clair is a junior journalism major at St. Michael’s. 
Distract Jess at jstclair@smcvt.edu 
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Fighting for global justice in the nation’s capital 


THIS WORLD IS IN TROUBLE and that 


en I asked my mom if I could 

borrow her car to drive to Wash- 

ington D.C., she said, “yes” 

without hesitating. Then I told her it was 
for a global justice conference. 

“OK,” she said. 

So, what exactly 
does that mean, “global 
justice?” That sounds 
like a pretty sweeping 
statement, and also like 
a power ranger — maybe 
the green one. 

In reality, justice has 
a different meaning for 
everyone. In this case it 
was a coming-together 
of three different student 
organizations from campuses all over the 
United States. Student Global Aids Cam- 
paign, Student Campaign for Child Sur- 
vival, and Student Trade Justice Campaign 
join hands to become Global Justice 

These organizations are about more 
than just raising awareness, they are about 
putting efforts into action. More than 500 









ea” 
Mercedes 
Mack 


COLUMNIST 


students from all over the country came to- 
gether in Washington D.C. to network, and 
learn more about the issues our campaigns 
deal with. It also served to let the world 
know that students are ready to do what- 
ever it takes to stand up for people whose 
voices are not heard. 

There were a number of sessions to 
attend, covering topics from the three 
campaigns. They were lead by professors, 
students, and professionals from Doctors 
Without Borders, Global Trade Watch, Ju- 
bilee USA, and many more. For me, one of 
the most exciting things is to be in the pres- 
ence of such progressive people who have 
turned their passion for helping into their 
job. I value learning, and the most impor- 
tant kind of learning is that which stays 
in your heart for life. Such as the Global 
AIDS class, for those of us who have been 
lucky enough to take it. The experience in 
that class, whether it drives you to continue 
to do work after the semester is over or not, 
is something that no student will forget. 

This conference was about a group of 
people coming together who realize that 


there are more important things than that 
townhouse party in the 300s. 

There are many people on this planet 
that need help. I know a lot of people feel 
that they cannot have a real impact on the 
state of the world, but that deadly attitude 
leads to inaction. 

At the closing ceremony Stephen Lew- 
is, former United Nations special envoy for 
HIV/AIDS in Africa, said something that 
struck me, “There are no sacred cows.” 
This sounds a bit strange out of context, 
but in context, it means something for all of 
us. He means that whatever issue you care 
about, in your effort to stand up for it, you 
must remember that there are no obstacles 
human, or otherwise that should discour- 
age you in your fight. If you honestly care 
then you'll do whatever it takes. 

Fighting doesn’t mean that you have to 
be willing to drive 21 hours in one week- 
end to attend a conference. It could sim- 
ply mean going to the M.O.V.E. office and 
signing up for something, going to a Got 


S.KcLL:L.S- event and educating yourself; >’ 


or calling your senators to let them know 
your thoughts on an issue. You should nev- 
er let someone intimidate you, and get away 
with doing things you know are wrong. 

At the end of the conference I realized 
that all the issues Global Justice stands for 
are ones we have to fight for because they 
are morally right. 

As the actor Wallace Shawn, (better 
known as the short bald teacher in “Clue- 
less”) said, “Morality functions rather like 
a dog whose barking never stops. A dog 
whose barking persists throughout the day 
and then continues regularly all night.” 

On my drive home from D.C. at 3 
a.m., tired and full of new ideas to bring to 
SGAC, I decided that I wouldn’t close my 
doors and windows to that barking, and I 
encourage you all to do the same. 





Mercedes is a senior at St. Michael's. 
Contact Mercedes at mmack@smcevt.edu 


“AN 4 





COLUMNS & CALENDAR 





WEDNESDAY/28 


THE VILLANOVA JUNCTION 
Nectar’s 

188 Main St., Burlington 

9 p.m. 

$5 

Contact: 658-4771 


KELLER WILLIAMS 

Higher Ground 

1214 Williston Road, South Burlington 
9 p.m. 

$22 in advance, or $25 at the door 
Contact: 652-0777 


KEELY AND DU 
FlynnSpace in Flynn Center 
153 Main St., Burlington 

8 p.m. 

$20 adults, $14 children 
Contact: 863-8788 


NICK CASSARINO ENSEMBLE 
Red Square 

136 Church St., Burlington 

8 p.m. 

Free 

Contact: baroge@gmail.com 


THURSDAY/0O1 


GONGZILLA 

Nectar’s 

188 Main St., Burlington 
9 p.m. 

Free 

Contact: 658-4771 





Out of many, one people — 


FRIDAY/02 


SETH YACOVONE SOLO ACOUSTIC 
Nectar’s 

188 Main St., Burlington 

7 p.m. 

$5 

Contact: 658-4771 


JOHN BROWN’S BODY 

Higher Ground 

1214 Williston Road, South Burlington 
9 p.m. 

$15 in advance, or $17 at the door 
Contact: 652-0777 


CHROME COWBOYS 

Red Square 

136 Church St., Burlington 
8 p.m. 

Free 

Contact: baroge@gmail.com 


TELL NO ONE 

Club Metronome 

188 Main St., Burlington 
9 p.m. 

21+ $5, 18+ $10 
Contact: 865-4563 


SATURDAY/03 


OTEIL BURBRIDGE & THE PEACEMAK- 
ERS 

Nectar’s 

188 Main St., Burlington 

7 p.m. 

$5 

Contact: 658-4771 


ea 


CATHERINE COOK 


AGAINST ME! 

Higher Ground 

1214 Williston Road, South Burlington 
9 p.m. 

$13 in advance, or $15 at the door 
Contact: 652-0777 


DAVE GRIPPO FUNK BAND 
Red Square 

136 Church St., Burlington 
8 p.m. 

Free 

Contact: baroge@gmail.com 


UNDER THE SNOW: ART EXHIBIT BY 
LAUREN OLITSKI 

Amy E. Tarrant Gallery 

153 Main St., Burlington 

Open 11 a.m.-4 p.m. 

Free 

Contact: 652-4505 


SUNDAY/04 


PINE ST. JAZZ AND SUSAN SQUIRE 
Lincoln Inn Pub & Grill 

5 Corners, Essex Junction 

6-9 p.m. 

Free 

Contact: 878-3309 


ONDAY/05 


SEEPEOPLES 

Nectar’s 

188 Main St., Burlington 
7 p.m. 

$5 

Contact: 658-4771 








Promotional Pricing! 
Rings Start at 


WATERSON: CARTHY 

Higher Ground 

1214 Williston Road, South Burlington 
7 p.m. 

$23 in advance, or $25 at the door 
Contact: 652-0777 — 


SEE: KING 

MainStage in the Flynn Center 
153 Main St., Burlington 

7:30 p.m. 

$20 adults, $14 children 
Contact: 863-8788 


TUESDAY/06 


ANTHONY LATTANZE BAND 
Nectar’s 

188 Main St., Burlington 

7 p.m. 

Free 

Contact: 658-4771 


CONCERT FOR ST. PATRICK 
McCarthy Arts Center 

St. Michael’s College 

7:30 p.m. 

$10 Adults, $5 SMC students 
Contact: Michele McCaffrey, mmccaf- 
frey@smcvt.edu 


SWITCHFOOT 

Higher Ground 

1214 Williston Road, South Burlington 
8 p.m. 

$20 in advance, or $23 at the door 
Contact: 652-0777 
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o most, Jamaica is either a vacation haven, 

or the murder capital of the world. After 
living in Kingston for almost a month, I 

have visited several beaches, though I have also 
been well-informed on the murder count, espe- 


cially the number of police officers killed since 
the New Year. 


sidewalks, but the hardest thing to get used to 
here is being a minority. 

Racial tensions have calmed since Jamaica 
was a British colony, hence the country’s motto 
“Out of many, one people.” Kingston is currently 
in the process of preparing to host the Cricket 


only $239 


Feb 27 & 28 


Tues & Wed 


Being a developing country there are many 
things that are noticeably different here, such as 


controversy due to apparent lack of planning and 


World Cup, which has caused a large amount of 
limited resources. I, myself, am just trying to fig- 


Time: 10am - 4pm 


the abundance of garbage on the streets and stray 
dogs and goats. Jamaicans however, are known 
for their hospitality. I can’t walk a block up the 
street to my bus stop without at least one man 
saying, “Good morning beautiful girl,” or “Pssst, 
I love you. Do you believe in love at first sight?” 
or “Will you marry me young girl. I will take 
good care of you.” No complaints about this cul- 
tural phenomenon from me. 

Everyone I meet seems to be very concerned 
with how I like Jamaica and if | am being taken 
care of, which I am. There are little things that I 
used to také for ‘grafted tike’ refiabie-water and” 


ure out how the game is played. Apparently bob- 
sledding isn’t the country’s most popular sport. 
In true Jamaican nature I’m sure that everything 
will turn out to be “No problem man.” 

Though not a typical study abroad location, 
Jamaica, and the Caribbean in general, shouldn’t 
just be a stop on a cruise ship. 





Catherine Cook is a junior sociology major at 
St. Michael;s. Contact Catherine at ccook2@, 
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Men’s hockey drops playoff to Assumption 


Knights lose, 4-2, 
despite out-shooting 
Greyhounds 56-30 


By Tessa Schraven 
Staff Writer 


The third-seeded men’s ice hockey 
team (6-20) lost to Assumption College, 4- 
2, on Saturday in the quarterfinals of the 
Northeast-10 playoffs. 

The play went back and forth dur- 
ing the first period until the Greyhounds 
scored with 12:52 left in the period. 

The goal came from first-year Atte 
Uola with the assist by juniors Jim Trahon 
and Matt Paget. Uola scored again with 3:14 
left in play, to shut out the Purple Knights, 
2-0, in first period. 

“We started off slow, maybe because 
it was a home game,” assistant coach Chris 
Davidson said. 

The team entered the second period 
hoping it could get out of the 2-0 hole, Gi- 
rouard said. 

“They capitalized on those opportu- 
nities and the first two goals were mental 
breakdowns,” senior assistant captain Der- 
ek Girouard said. 

The Purple Knights emerged from the 
deficit in the second half, and got on the 
board when sophomore assistant captain 
Chris Healey scored with an assist from 
Erik Caron and first-year Jean-Maxime 
Legare. 

“Caron’s playing was fast, scrappy and 
gave us a boost,” Girouard said. 

The Greyhounds scored within a min- 
ute giving them a two-goal lead once again. 
Sophomore Ryan Mero answered with an 
unassisted goal with two minutes of play 
remaining in the second period. 

The goal gave the team momentum 
and it headed into the locker room with op- 
timism, Mero said. 

In the final period, St. Michael’s took 








Photo by Kristen Hartwell 


Senior Mike Ciardello (9) looks on as first-year Dave Vorozilchak (18) challenges an Assumption forward. The men’s hockey team lost 
Saturday’s playoff match 4-2 against Assumption. 


control and maintained possession of the 
puck. 

_“We definitely controlled the play, but 
they had a hot goalie,” Mero said. 

Senior goalie Erik Smith was pulled 
in the remaining minutes, to give the 
Knights an extra man on the ice, in a last 
effort to tie the game. The Greyhounds, 
however, responded with a goal the empty 
net, stretching the lead by two with only 17 
seconds left. 

“We worked hard and gave it our all,” 
Girouard said. “I didn’t prepare for it to be 


my last game though, and it shouldn’t have 
been.” 

The team out-shot Assumption 56-30, 
and Smith recorded 26 saves for the game. 

“No one played bad and we definitely 
out-shot them,” senior team manager Greg 
Corcoran said. “Losing is not a good feel- 
ing.” 

The men’s record of 6-20 does not dic- 
tate the season or the play, Davidson said. 

“It was a tough year and we played 
hard,” Davidson said. “We lost some games 
and for the eight seniors, it’s a tough pill to 


swallow.” 

Many of the team’s key players will 
return next season, Girouard said. 

“As long as we come through with re- 
cruiting, we have a great nucleus of players 
returning for next year,’-Davidson said. 

The team will lose eight seniors, in- 
cluding Girouard and Smith. 

“We are young but as long as people 
step up as leaders there is no reason we 
can’t improve on this year’s season,’ Mero 
said. 





= Sorrentine sinks 1,000th point 





Photo by Nick Meactin 
James Sorrentine hit his 1,000th point with 13 


By Molly Cole 
Staff Writer 


Junior James Sorrentine recorded his 
1,000th point on a foul shot against Bry- 
ant University on Wednesday, Feb. 14. 
Sorrentine was 12 points away entering 
the game, and reached the milestone with 
13 seconds remaining, clinching the win. 

Sorrentine’s competitive basket- 
ball career began in high school where 
he played for St. Raphael Academy in 
Pawtucket, R.I. He scored 1,000 points 
in high school his senior year. Sorrentine 
led his high schoo] team to the Division 
I-AA state semifinals his senior year and 
earned spots on Second-Team All-State 
and First-Team All-Area, according to St. 
Michael’s Sports Information. 

Sorrentine said he didn’t earn 
prominent playing time until his ju- 
nior year of high school, and. that’s 
when he really started to play well. 

Sorrentine’s older brother, T.J., has 
also influenced his basketball career. T.J. 
was a member of the UVM men’s basket- 
ball team in 2005 when it beat Syracuse 
in the first round of the NCAA champion- 
ships. 
“Ever since I was a kid I would al- 
ways look up to him as a great brother and 
basketball player,’ Sorrentine said. “He 
was my role model and the main reason 
that I pursued basketball the way I did.” 

As a first-year at St. Michael’s, Sor- 


seconds left on Feb. 14 at the Ross Sports Center. rentine was the top-ranked freshmen in 


Video presentation 
To see the video of James 
Sorrentine scoring his 
1,000th point visit The - 


Defender Online at www. 
smevt.edu/defender. 


Division II for 3-pointers per game and 
in season totals. He was ranked No. 2>in 
the Northeast-10 Conference for 3-point- 
ers per game and for season totals as well, 
according to St. Michael’s Sports Infor- 
mation. 

Sorrentine was also named to the NE- 
10 All-Rookie Team and was a four-time 
NE-10 Freshman of the Week. Sorrentine’s 
success continued into his sophomore year 
as he led the Purple Knights in 3-point- 
ers and scored a career-high of 34 points 
against Pace University on Dec. 10, 2005. 

Coach Tom O’Shea, said Sorrentine 
has always been a very solid player and 
leader. 

“He has lived up to all of our expecta- 
tions for him,” O’Shea said. 

O’Shea also said that he be- 
lieved Sorrentine would hit 1,000 
points at some point during his four 
years at St. Michael’s because of how 
well he did in his first two years. 

His 1,000th point came with only 
three games remaining in the regular sea- 
son, when the team hosted Bryant Univer- 


sity two weeks ago. 

“When I was fouled at the end 
of the game it not only was my, 1,000 
point, but more importantly, the game 
was on the line.’ Sorrentine said. “I 
had to hit them both to put us up three 
and make it harder for Bryant to win.” 

Sorrentine’s desire for his team to 
win over his personal success is recog- 
nized by his teammates, junior Brian Mo- 
nahan said. 

“He’s the type of leader that leads us 
by example,” Monahan said. “He doesn’t 
have to say things to motivate us, he 
usually just goes out and does it on the 
court.” 

O’Shea praised Sorrentine saying he is 
very focusedontheteamandthatheisagreat 
student and role model for all the players. 

Sorrentine is majoring in economics. 
He said he isn’t sure if he will pursue bas- 
ketball after he graduates. 

“If there was any opportunity I guess 
I would look into it, but basketball has 
taken me this far,” he said. “I am lucky 
to be at such a great school as St. Mike’s 
and have a chance to earn a good degree.” 

Sorrentine said he has high hopes 
for the basketball team over the next two 
years. 

“Before I graduate I want to make it 
to the NCAA tournament,” he said. “This 
could be happening sooner than I think 
because we have a playoff game this Sat- 
urday and we are ready to battle.” 
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Rayners join 1,000-point club 


Twin sisters hit 1,000 point 
milestone within two weeks of 


each other 


By Amanda Pelley 
Staff Writer 


Senior co-captains Dani and Jevy Rayner have 
both hit the 1,000 point plateau in their final sea- 
son. 

Dani scored her 1,000th point on Jan. 27 against 
American International College. 

Two weeks later, Jevy scored her 1,000th point 
against Bryant University. The two have become the 
15th and 16th women’s basketball players to score 
1,000 points. 

Head coach Jen Niebling said the twin sisters 
have been playing basketball almost their entire 
lives and were the first recruits she signed into the 
St. Michael’s basketball program four years ago. 

“They’ve started every game since they’ve ar- 
rived here,” Niebling said. “They’ve been the hard- 
est workers we’ve ever had.” 

“The program has been around for 30 plus 
years so that’s pretty remarkable,” Niebling said. “It 
just shows you the consistency they’ve played with 
over their whole career.” 

When Dani scored her 1,000th point she said 
she felt excited and relieved. 

“You work up to the point when you know your 
close and it’s exciting,” she said. “But then you get 
the feeling you just want to get it over with so you 
can stop thinking about it and just play.” 

Senior Day took place on Feb. 17 when Dani 
and Jevy competed in their last home game of their 
career against Pace University. The two combined 
for 31 points and 13 rebounds in the 78-74 victory 
for the team. 


“They've been the hardest workers 
we've ever had. The program has 
been around for 30 plus years SO 

that’s pretty remarkable.” 


Jen Niebling 
Women’s Basketball Coach 


“They both came up with big plays,” Niebling 
said. “If they can do that in our next playoff contest, 
I feel very good about our chances.” 

Teammate Allison Dunn said Dani and Jevy 
can be seen together all the time. 

“They always do the same exact thing at the 
same exact time,” Dunn said. “They always eat the 
same foods, listen to their iPods at the same time, 
and even wear the same shoes.” 

The two admit that they fight like sisters but 
play the best when they are together. 

“Tt’s been so much fun,” Jevy said. “She’s my 
best friend and my sister and I’ve always had her.” 

, The twins’ older sister, Celeste Rayner, is re- 
sponsible for their interest in the game. Jevy said she 
and Dani were always around basketball and attend- 
ing her games. 

Basketball has been something their whole fam- 
ily does together, Dani said. ~ 





Photo by Laura Tuveson 
Senior Jevy Rayner sinks her 1,000th point on Feb. 14 
against Bryant University. 


“T’ve always played on the same team as Jevy 
and my parents and Celeste have been going to just 
about all of our games since we first started play- 
ing,” Dani said. 

They started playing basketball when they were 
nine years old. Ever since then, life-has been about 
basketball and school Dani said. 

“We got to play a year early with the 10 and 11- 
year-olds in grade school,” Jevy said. “That’s when 
we really began to love basketball.” 

They were both playing AAU in Vermont by 
the sixth grade, which was when they began playing 
basketball year-round, Jevy said. A 

The sisters left AAU in Vermont in the ninth 
grade to start playing for a more competitive AAU 
team in New Hampshire. They had to travel 2% 
hours twice every week and on weekends to get to 
practice, Jevy said. 

“T missed my senior prom and didn’t spend a lot 
of time with friends in high school,” Jevy said. “It 
was just basketball.” 

Despite the amount of time the twins devoted to 
basketball since the third grade, they weren’t ready 
to stop playing after high school. They both knew 
that they wanted to play basketball in college from a 
very early age, Jevy said. ‘ 

Their work ethic over the years has been consis- 
tently strong, Niebling said. 

“They’re versatile as players,” Niebling said. 
“They are very good in a lot of areas that any one or 
two individuals cannot make up for what these guys 
have done.” 

According to St. Michael’s Sports Information, © 
They have both been named to the Northeast-10 
honor roll numerous times on their careers. Jevy just 
received the CoSIDA Academic All-District Honors 
award this month, which Dani received last year. 

The twins have decided to close their careers at 
St. Michael’s, Dani said. 

“This is it for me,” Dani said. “I’ve devoted so 
much time to this sport. I’m ready for the next stage 
of my life.” 


RECORDS: Final Meet 


Continued from Page 16 


Coach Donoghue was pleased with both the 
women’s and men’s efforts and accomplishments. 

“This year’s season was an improvement for the 
men’s side,’ Donoghue said. “They really came out 
this year, along with the women’s side, who had a 
season you can really be pleased with.” 

The tournament closes out the 2006-2007 sea- 
son and the team will lose six seniors. 


“We have been diving since September, it is a 
long time, but I am going to miss it. It was an amaz- 
ing experience,” DeGrandpre said. 

Donoghue said it will be hard to see the seniors 
go, but that he is proud of their work over the years. 

“Tt was tough to see the seven people who have 
had such an impact leave, but it was very nice to 
recognize them,” Donoghue said. 
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ATHLETE « WEEK 


| Junior | Basketball | Whippany, N.J. | Business 


Allison Dunn 





Why chosen: Scored a team- 
high 10 points in the team’s 
first round loss to Bryant 
University. She averaged 8.5 
points per game this season, 
second highest on the team. 


High school: Morris Catholic. 
Started playing Third grade. 
Why SMC: I liked the campus and the team on my recruiting visit. 
Favorite food: Alliot granola. 

Pre-game rituals: | always drink tea before I play. 

Meaning behind your number (10): 15 was already picked. 
Post-graduation plans: Not sure yet. 


Favorite memory: Beating AIC last year during the regular season. 


Knight Moves 


The weekly recap of St. Michael’s sports 


> The men’s ice hockey team (6-19-0, 3- 
3-0 NE-10), was defeated by Assumption 
College, 4-2, in the Northeast-10 Quarterfi- 
nals on Saturday, Jan. 24 at Cairns Arena 
in South Burlington. The Purple Knights out- 
shot the Greyhounds 56 to 29, but struggled 
to find the back of the net. Sophomores 
Chris Healey and Ryan Mero each posted 
goals while junior Erik Caron and first-year 
Jean-Maxime Legare added assists. Senior 
goaltender Erik Smith made 26 saves for 
the Purple Knights. 


> The women’s ice hockey team (4-22-0, 
2-18-0 ECAC), lost against St. Anselm 9-0 in 
the semi-final game of the ECAC Open Tour- 
nament at Cairns Arena in South Burlington 
on Friday Feb. 23. The team faced Holy 
Cross in the consolation game of the ECAC 
Open Tournament on Sunday Feb. 25, losing 
4-2. The Crusaders broke a 2-2 tie, scoring 
two goals with less than five minutes to play 
in the game. Sophomores Shannon Murphy 
and Amy Schoon each had a goal for the 
Purple Knights, while senior captain Melis- 
sa Gagne posted an assist. Gagne played in 


her 100th career game at St. Michael's and 
was named to the All-Tournament Team. Se- 
nior assistant captain Ashley Mabardy also 
competed in her 100th career game. First- 
year Sarah Landis stopped 34 shots in net. 


> The ski team finished ninth out of 17 
teams at the season-ending Eastern In- 
tercollegiate Skiing Association Champi- 
onship on Friday and Saturday, hosted by 
Middlebury College. 


> The swimming and diving team set 
three program records at the New England 
Regionals Tournament, hosted by the Uni- 
versity of New Hampshire Friday, Feb. 16-18. 
On the men's side, junior Mike Kaas broke 
his own program record in the 400-yard 
individual medley, shaving more than two 
seconds off his previous best with a time 
of 4:33.16. He placed sixth in the finals. 
First-year Erick Gallager broke a 12-year-old 
record in the 50-yard butterfly, clocking in 
at 25.10 to place fourth. The previous mark 
was held by Mike Gavin, who finished in 
25.14 in January of 1995. For the women, 
first-year Lindsey Burgess set a record in the 
100-yard butterfly, swimming in 1:01.96 to 
place fourth at the championships. The old 


mark of 1:02.96 was set in January of 1996 
by Tracie Grant. Senior captain Mike De- 
Grandpre was named the Diver of the Year, 
based on his performances over the last 
four seasons. He took home two top-eight 
finishes at this year’s championships. 


> The women’s basketball team (11-16) 
lost 58-53 in overtime in the first round of 
the Northeast-10 Conference Tournament 
on Sunday, Feb. 25 against Bryant. Junior 
Allison Dunn posted 10 points, hitting 4-of- 
5 shots from the field. Senior Jevy Rayner 
netted seven points and a team-high eight 
rebounds in the final game of her collegiate 
career, while sophomore Megan O'Connor 
and first-year Alexis Keller added seven 
points off the bench. The Purple Knights 
made just 1-of-3 foul shots in the contest, 
and had 28 turnovers and a 45-33 rebound- 
ing disadvantage. The team trailed by nine 
in the second half, and with 15 seconds re- 
maining, first-year Michelle Otey made a lay- 
up to force overtime. Dunn sank a 3-pointer 
which gave St. Michael’s a 50-47 lead early 
in overtime, but Bryant went 7-of-11 from 
the foul line in overtime and grabbed 3 of- 
fensive rebounds off of missed free-throws 
to seal the victory. Seniors Dani Rayner and 
Laura Grzewinski also played the last game 
of their collegiate career. Dani Rayner had 
five points, six rebounds and three steals in 
her final game, while Grzewinski added four 
points off the bench. 


> Men’s basketball (16-13) was defeated 
by The College of Saint Rose, 76-62, in the 
Northeast-10 Quarterfinal game on Mon- 
day, Feb. 26. Junior Brian Monahan scored 
a team-high 18 points and seven boards. 
Junior James Sorrentine recorded 12 points 
in the loss for the Purple Knights. With 
3:50 remaining in the first half, Sorrentine 
and senior Chris Cayole hit back-to-back 3- 
pointers to even the score, 25-25. St. Rose, 
however, finished out the half on a 12-3 run 
and took a 37-28 lead at halftime. The team 
couldn't recover from the late, first half run 
and never cut the deficit to within 10 in the 
second half. Along with Cayole, the team 
will lose seniors Ryan Maloney and captain 
Brendan Mullins. 


Statistics courtesy of Sports Information 








By Laura Tuveson 





Baby mama drama 


orrect me if I’m wrong, 
but did I go to sleep one 
night last week and wake 


up with E! News taking over ev- 
ery single news channel on televi- 
sion? 

The other day when I flipped 
through the channels, from the 
Righties at Fox News to the Left- 
ies at CNN, everyone was talking 
about America’s favorite Playboy 
Bunny—Anna Nicole Smith. 

When I’m watching the eve- 
ning news with the kid I baby-sit, 
exactly how do I explain why the 
controversy surrounding Smith’s 
will and burial spot is the top 
news story of the night? 

Let’s face it, the reasons why 
Smith is important to thousands 
of materialistic Americans are be- 
cause she was a Playboy Bunny, 
she was fat and then skinny and 
then fat again and then skinny 
again. Wait, did I get that right? 
Oh, and Trimspa, baby! 

Let’s get serious, people. It’s 
news to me that this is considered 
news. Did I miss the big merger 
between National Enquirer and 
The New York Times? 

Not only are celebs popping- 
up in the national news spotlight 
rather than on a Joan Rivers Spe- 
cial on E!," but athletes are making 
headlines too. 

Athletes, who are treated like 
elite members of Hollywood, are 
not just making news at the bot- 
tom of the hour when sports high- 
lights come on the 11 p.m. news: 
They're making the night’s top 
stories. 

Pop quiz: Who won the 
NCAA Division I Men’s La- 
crosse Championship last year? 
A.) North Carolina B.) UMass- 
Amherst C.) Virginia 

Not sure? Then answer this: 
What NCAA Division I men’s 
lacrosse team had its players 
charged with an account of rape 
last year? 

If Duke didn’t pop into your 
mind immediately, then you must 
have been living under a rock for 
the past year. 

And, if youre from Mas- 
sachusetts and didn’t even know 
that the men’s lacrosse team lost 
in the Division I championship 
last year, then you were also liv- 
ing under a rock. 

So Virginia was the 2006 
national champion, but all that 
really mattered last year was the 
rape charges were dropped in the 
Duke lacrosse case. 

That’s the story that made na- 
tional headlines. Forget the glory 
and triumph of the championship 
trophy, all the American people 
cared about was the off-the-field 
entertainment. 

What about Tom Brady? 
He’s the quarterback of the Patri- 
ots, has three Super Bowl rings, 


and he’s suffering some major 
baby mama drama right now with 
his ex-girlfriend, Bridget Moyna- 
han. 

I was so happy to read last 
Wednesday’s article in The Bos- 
ton Globe, “Brady ‘excited’ about 
fatherhood.” I was really unsure 
whether he was ecstatic or not— 
I’m so relieved. 

Actually, I couldn’t care 
less. | think the thing that most 
concerned me was that The Bos- 
ton Globe, a relatively intelligent 
newspaper, used Us Weekly as a 
source in the article on Brady. 

“Us Weekly, quoting a friend 
of Brady’s, said the couple did not 
know about the baby when they 
broke up, but the football hero be- 
lieves Bridget tried to ‘make him 
look like a jerk’ by talking about 
it while he was in Paris with his 
new best friend, Brazilian super- 
model Gisele Bundchen,” the ar- 
ticle said. 

When did Hollywood ex- 
pand into the stadiums and arenas 
around our nation? 

Other little news bits that 
have popped-up in the newspa- 
pers this past week include the 
relationship between Derek Jeter 
and Alex Rodriguez. 

The article in last Wednes- 
day’s USA Today said, “Jeter 
brushes off perceived rift with 
Rodriguez,” said that the two 
New York Yankees superstars 
went to training camp in Tampa 
this week. 

The news, however, wasn’t an 
update on their fitness and health, 
but rather a nice, fluffy piece on 
their withering friendship. 

“Shortly after arriving at 
spring training Monday, Rodri- 
guez said it was time for him to 
stop pretending that his relation- 
ship with Jeter. was as close as 
it was in the 1990s,” the article 
said. 

What a tragedy. To quote 
Jimmy Dugan, the character 
played by Tom Hanks in “A 
League of Their Own,” “There’s 
no crying in baseball.” 

When you stop and think 
about it, the world of entertain- 
ment news seems so insignificant 
in the grand scheme of things. 

Two superstars making $20 
million a year to toss around a 
ball made of cork and rubber are 
dealing with a failed friendship. 

A quarterback who casu- 
ally dates supermodels and movie 
stars is in the spotlight because 
he’s going through what thou- 
sands of couples face every year. 

And the concern over where 
a Playboy Bunny will be buried is 
making bigger headlines than the 
hundreds of bodies buried each 
day from the war in Iraq and the 
AIDS epidemic in Africa. 

Get a life, America. 
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Men win playoff opener, drop quarterfinal 


Basketball team 


wins its first playoff 


game since 2001 


By Sheila Catanzarita 
Staff Writer 


The sixth-seeded men’s bas- 
ketball team (16-13) lost to third- 
seeded The College of St. Rose 
on Monday night, 76-62, in the 
Northeast-10 Conference Tourna- 
ment Quarterfinals. 

The loss came just two days 
after the team’s home triumph 
over I1lth-seeded Assumption 
College (11-16) in the first round 
held at Ross Sports Center on 
Saturday Feb. 24. The Knights 
topped the Greyhounds, 68-60, 
for the team’s first playoff victory 
since 2001. 

St. Michael’s hosted Assump- 
tion earlier this season on Jan. 11 
with an 87-76 victory. Saturday’s 
game was the first men’s basket- 
ball playoff game since 2002. 

Senior captain Brendan Mul- 
lins, who leads the NE-10 with 
18.8 points per game, had 11 
points, six assists, and four steals 
on Saturday. 

“T struggled a little more this 
time, but my team really picked 
me up,” Mullins said. 

“This was the first playoff 
game I’ve played in since I’ve 
been here,” Mullins said, “I knew 
we could beat them.” 

Junior Brian Monahan, who 
leads the NE-10 with 10.2 re- 
bounds per game, scored a game- 
high 19 points and 13 rebounds. 

“We knew Assumption was 
good and we knew we had to play 
our game,” Monahan said. 

The Greyhounds held a 28- 
26 lead over St. Michael’s at half- 
time. 

“We really had to pick it up 
on defense and limit them to one 
shot,’ Monahan said. 

Junior James Sorrentine had 
14 points in the contest, and was 
7-for-8 at the foul line. 

“We just tried to do the same 
thing we did last time we played 
them,” Sorrentine said. “We just 





try to do what works.” 

Senior Chris Cayole had 13 
points, keeping the crowd en- 
ergized with some high-flying 
dunks, shooting 5-of-9 from the 
field. 

Cayole said they knew they 
could score, but defense was 
hard. 

“We did a good job today,” 
Cayole said. “We played a lot 
more intense this time with much 
better defense.” 

Head coach Tom O’ Shea, has 
coached the Knights for the last 
10 years with an overall record of 
133-124. O’Shea guided the Pur- 
ple Knights to two NCAA tour- 
nament appearances. The most 
recent in 2001, when the team ad- 
vanced to the “Sweet Sixteen” of 
the Division II Men’s Basketball 
Tournament. 

“We were hoping to get our 
first playoff game,” O’Shea said. 
“T thought we had a great shot to 
win.” 

The team had 18 turnovers 
the first time it played Assump- 
tion and only nine this game, 
O’Shea said. 

“This was a much more 
defensive game than when we 
played them in January,” he said. 
“We took care of the basketball.” 

O’Shea said he has seen a lot 
of improvement over the course 
of the season. 

Assumption junior Alex 
Popp, said St. Michael’s played 
some good basketball, and St. 
Michael’s is a “hot” team right 
now. 

“Sorrentine and Mullins 
are two of the best guards in the 
league and they proved that in 
this game,” Popp said. “And Cay- 
ole had some great dunks.” 

The. first half of the game 
featured five ties and 10 lead 
changes. In the second half As- 
sumption had a 34-30 lead over 
the Knights. With 17 minutes 
remaining St. Michael’s took the 
lead 44-34 followed by two dunks 
from Cayole, who scored nine 
points in the second half. In the 
final two minutes, St. Michael’s 
made nine of 12 free-throws to 


First-year Ryan Rodriques gets a shot off among 


seal the win. 

Monday night’s loss to St. 
Rose closes out the season for the 
Purple Knights. 

Monahan scored a team-high 
18 points and seven rebounds. 

The team struggled from the 
field, going 8-for-29 in the game. 
St. Rose made a late, first half 
run, and-St. Michael’s failed to 
overcome the deficit in the second 
half, according to St. Michael’s 
Sports Information. 


Additional reporting by Laura 
Tuvéson. 





Swimming and diving team 
breaks three school records 


By Nicholas Briggs 
Staff Writer 


The swimming and diving 
team broke three program records 
during the New England Champi- 
onships on Feb, 16-18 at the Uni- 
versity of New Hampshire. 

The men placed 6th out of 14 
and the women placed 10th out of 
24. 

“It was excellent, we came 
in and had a spectacular effort at 
the New England’s,” coach Jim 
Donoghue said. “We had people 
with season bests, if not personal 
bests.” 

The men broke two records. 
Junior Mike Kaas, who set a 
school record in the 400-yard in- 
dividual medley last year, shaved 


two seconds off his previous re- 
cord, with a time of 4:33.16, good 
enough to place sixth out of 8. 
First-year Eric Gallager 
clocked in a time of 25.10 in the 
50-yard butterfly, breaking a 12- 
year-old record and earning him 
fourth place in the finals. 
First-year Lindsey Burgess 
broke a school record for the wom- 
en’s side in the 100-yard butterfly, 
with a record time of 1:01.96. She 
placed fourth in the finals. 
“Everyone performed re- 
ally strongly. We had swimmers 
breaking records and personal 
bests,’ senior captain Michael 
DeGrandpre said. “We had divers 
qualified for the three-meter dive, 
and we don’t even have a three- 
meter diving board on campus.” 
DeGrandpre said the diving 


team had to travel to UVM to 
use the three-meter diving board 
throughout the season to prac- 
tice. 

DeGrandpre was named the 
Diver of the Year. The award 
was given to a senior who has the 
highest accumulated point total, 
DeGrandpre said. He took home 
two top-eight finishes during the 
tournament. 

“T was really ecstatic to bring 
home the trophy to St. Mike’s,” 
DeGrandpre said. 

Sophomore Marisa Mulligan 
said the excitement for DeGrand- 
pre did not go unnoticed. 

“Everyone was going crazy. 
We have a small team, but we 
were definitely the loudest,” Mul- 
ligan said. “We applauded for 
five’ minutes” straight: We. don’t 
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a 68-60 playoff win. 


receive awards like that all the 
time.” 

Senior captain Laura Mann 
said she felt very proud of De- 
Grandpre and his accomplish- 
ment. 

“He has only been diving 
for four years,’ Mann said. “It is 
amazing what he has done for the 
men’s side; he’s made a major im- 
pact.” 

A ceremony was held at the 
end of the tournament on Sunday 
Feb. 18, to recognize all the se- 
niors in the tournament. Mullican 
said:.the» seniors. receive: flowers 


Senior Chris Cayole shoots a lay-up. Cayole tallied 13 points en route to 


Photos by Nick Martin 
st Assumption defenders during Saturday’s 68-60 win. 





and have their pictures taken with 
the coaches. 

“It was really great to see the 
seniors out there receiving their 
flowers,” Mulligan said. “It was 
really touching.” 

Mann, who accomplished a 
personal best at the champion- 
ships, said she felt a little bitter- 
sweet about the ceremony. 

“It was really sad to see all 
the seniors go, but it was also a 
very nice experience at the same 
time,” Mann said. 


See RECORDS, Page 14 


